PROGRESS  IN  EDUCATION
champions of the traditional 'humanities' and the partisans of
what have been called 'modern9 subjects - a conflict which is not
peculiar to France. After the failure of an attempt at 'modern
instruction9, the reforms of 1902 prepared the way for the'modern
side' by granting to the degree of bachelor without Latin equality
of status with the other baccalaureates. It cannot be said with any
certainty that this has caused a decline in the standard of work
or made young people write worse French; but it has somewhat
broadened the field of their knowledge by giving them a few ideas
about the real world.
The change has been more important in the education of girls,
for whom the State has created girls' lydes and colUges in the modest
form of day-schools, taught by non-clerical female teaching staffs,
who give instruction, in modern subjects, with no Latin. These
secular establishments, which were actively opposed by the clergy,
were not very active till the expulsion of those teaching congrega-
tions of women which did not obtain State sanction sent the pupils
who had formerly attended convent schools to the secular ones.
The competition between Church establishments and those of
the State, which at times reaches the stage of acute conflict, has
continued to be one of the characteristic features of French life
in the provinces, and has tended to stimulate educational activity.
Not only has the number of masters and pupils increased, but also
the scope of the instruction. Though compulsory school attend-
ance is not strictly enforced, especially in the country districts,
where the parents require their children for minding the beasts,
elementary education has become general. Instruction has re-
ceived administrative recognition through the growing number of
examinations and competitive concours. Examinations have come
to occupy an increasing place in the life of French young people
and have reached even the country districts, in the shape of
'certificates of primary studies'.
Up to 1870, higher education had been very much neglected by
the State, but it was then reorganized on the German model.
Without touching the special schools, in which the task of the
professors is confined to preparing the students for one or other of
the professions, the State reorganized the faculties of science and
letters and combined them with those of law and medicine to
form universities, in the original sense of the word, in which, as in
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